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INTRODUCTION  

Adamah NY and the Jewish Climate Leadership Coalition support New York based Jewish organizations in the 

move towards net-zero greenhouse gas emissions, and to educate and involve their communities in this journey. 

According to the EPA, greenhouse gas emissions from human activities are the most significant driver of 

observed climate change since the mid-20th century.i Getting to net zero requires eliminating organizational 

greenhouse gas emissions produced by the combustion of fossil fuels, such as carbon dioxide,ii often through 

transitioning to clean energy and reducing energy usage. Adamah NY is focused on three main avenues for 

moving Jewish Institutions in New York towards net zero: sourcing clean energy, going electric, and energy 

efficiency. We believe that right now these are the most impactful ways for our coalition organizations to 

eliminate their emissions. 

This resource guide gives an overview of how to implement energy improvements in your institution and the 

policies, programs, and incentives available to support your work in New York City and State.   

This guide is a live document- it will be updated to include new resources as they become available and reflect 

current regulations applicable to NY Hub coalition members. The Adamah NY Hub catchment area includes the 8 

counties that make up NYC, Long Island and Westchester. Currently, the energy efficiency section provides a 

deep dive into some of NYC relevant local legislation. In the future, we will supplement this section with other 

areas’ local regulations.  

 

This resource guide was made possible thanks to the UJA Federation of New York Network Department and 

Neighborhood Improvement Committee Grant. Special thanks to David Sorkin, who worked closely with us, 

provided guidance and encouragement and some of the materials presented here have been included in his 

informative monthly newsletter shared by UJA.   

CLIMATE ACTION AND ENERGY: WHY NOW? 

New York is facing significant climate risk. According to the New 

York State Climate Impacts Assessment, average and maximum 

temperatures in New York have increased throughout the state 

and are expected to continue to rise. Total precipitation and 

heavy precipitation events have increased, as have extreme 

weather events generally. Sea temperature, sea level, and 

flooding are increasing in New York’s coastal communities. 

There is a myth that climate action is expensive, however 

INaction in the face of climate change is expensive. Preparing 

and adapting your facilities for changes in climate conditions can 

help your organization save money and resources by making 

your organization more resilient. Pleasantville Community Synagogue (Pleasantville,NY) 
installed two high efficiency heat pumps, giving them a 
savings of approx. $7600/year. 

https://nysclimateimpacts.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Assessment-ch2-NYS-changing-climate-01-09-24.pdf
https://nysclimateimpacts.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Assessment-ch2-NYS-changing-climate-01-09-24.pdf
https://adamah.org/impact-hubs-near-you/adamah-ny/
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The Jewish Climate Leadership Coalition supports climate action that is in line with New York’s climate goals. 

New York has been a leader in making energy improvements to address climate change, including passing some 

of the most ambitious clean energy and emissions reduction legislation in the country. As part of the New York 

State Climate Act, New York is transitioning to an electricity system powered by renewable energy sources such 

as wind, solar, and hydropower in order to achieve a goal of 70% renewably sourced electricity by 2030iii 

According to the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA), increasing the 

renewable and clean energy supply will improve air quality, support city wide resilience, and help mitigate the 

impacts of climate change for all New Yorkers.iv 

Climate investments are good financial investments- transitioning to renewable, clean energy saves New Yorkers 

money and supports economic growth. The clean energy industry in New York employs 178,000 workers and 

showed record high job growth over any other industry, according to the New York Clean Energy Industry 

Report. New York is also working to advance energy affordability through investing in clean energy and energy 

efficiency. Energy costs for the average New York household amount to 3.4% of their income, versus nearly 13% 

for low-income households.v By reducing their emissions and taking advantage of government support for 

energy improvements, households, businesses, and institutions 

can lower their energy costs. 

This guide includes currently available resources from local and 

state government to support climate action through energy 

improvements. Nonprofit organizations and climate activists are 

working to push for greater government accountability and 

implementation of more programs like the ones in this document. 

As available resources change, this guide will be updated with 

new information. Our partners like Jewish Climate Action 

Network (JCAN), Dayenu, and Jewish Earth Alliance are good 

resources to look to for advocacy and policy change for climate 

action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://climate.ny.gov/
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/About/Publications/New-York-Clean-Energy-Industry-Report
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/About/Publications/New-York-Clean-Energy-Industry-Report
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SOURCING CLEAN ENERGY 

What is sourcing clean energy? 

Sourcing clean energy refers to using energy sources that do not require burning fossil fuels, which produces 

GHG emissions. One of the most common ways to source clean energy is through solar energy. Solar 

photovoltaic (PV) systems, usually in the form of solar panels, convert energy from the sun to electricity. Solar 

panel arrays capture energy from the sun and pass it through an inverter, which converts it to usable electricity 

via the electrical panel. This electricity can be used immediately, stored on-site in a battery, or sent to the grid. 

Installing a solar array typically includes installation of the array and an inverter and, if needed, upgrades to the 

electric panel. According to the International Energy Agency (IEA), solar is now the cheapest way to generate 

electricityvi. In addition to reducing energy costs, solar energy reduces pollution from GHGs.  

Types of solar and financing 

Onsite solar 

Many New Yorkers are choosing to source clean 

energy through onsite solar, which refers to the 

installation of equipment like rooftop or ground 

mounted solar panels on a property. NYSERDA offers 

various incentives and benefits for solar projects, 

including property tax abatement or exemption for 

onsite solar. The passage of the Federal Inflation 

Reduction Act (IRA) and its provision for “direct pay,” 

which went into effect in January 2023, was a pivotal 

change that increased the affordability of renewable 

energy for nearly all Jewish (and other nonprofit) 

organizations. Federal Elective Pay/Direct Pay may allow tax-exempt organizations, including many nonprofits 

and houses of worship, to receive payment for qualifying clean energy tax credits. However, eligibility, deadlines 

and bonus-credit rules have changed and should be confirmed before relying on projected reimbursement. 

Currently, any non-profit organization seeking to apply a project for Federal Elective Pay/Direct Pay should 

ensure that the solar array can be completed and commissioned (i.e. interconnected to the grid by your utility) 

by the end of 2027 to be eligible.  Some projects may qualify for additional bonus credits, such as domestic 

content or energy community bonuses, but these requirements are technical and should be verified for each 

project. To learn more about direct pay, visit this resource page from Lawyers for Good Government. New York 

City has passed two local laws that establish regulations for rooftop solar, Local Law 92 and Local Law 94. NYC 

local laws 92 and 94 require installation of solar or green roofs on most new construction and building 

expansions or renovations. These laws apply to (1) new buildings, (2) new roofs resulting from enlargement of 

existing buildings, and, (3) existing buildings replacing an entire existing roof deck or roof assembly,vii with 

certain exceptions. Read a full explanation of LL92 and LL94 requirements here. 

 

Westchester Jewish Center (Mamaroneck,NY) 
installed solar panels, now saving them approx. 
$59K per year in electricy costs. 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/NY-Sun/On-site-Solar/Businesses/Paying-For-Solar
https://www.lawyersforgoodgovernment.org/elective-pay-ira-tax-incentives
https://www.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/ll92-solar-green-roofs.page
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Community solar 

If your facility doesn’t allow you to install solar equipment, your institution can participate in community solar. 

Community solar projects allow individuals or organizations to pay into a shared offsite solar project that 

generates renewable energy and tax benefits for multiple users in an area but does not require installation of 

any solar equipment. NYC and most New York state organizations can use NYSERDA to locate a community solar 

project here. Long Island organizations can find available projects through PSEG Long Island here. If your 

organization has ample available space (e.g. undeveloped land, large parking lots or rooftops), consider hosting 

a community solar array – which can attract 

third-party developers who’d provide the 

investment capital and can also be a source of 

passive revenue for your organization generated 

via rent payments.  

Buying clean electricity 

Property owners and renters can also purchase 

energy from renewable sources from their 

utility, in addition to or instead of installing 

physical improvements like solar panels, through 

green power markets.  In New York State, the 

Department of Public Service Green Power 

Program allows you to choose clean energy from 

renewable sources such as solar, wind, biomass 

and low-impact hydropower for some or all of 

your energy supply. 

 

Action Steps for Installing Onsite Solar 

1. Build stakeholder support for installing solar.  

2. Gather key information about your building.  

3. Get bids from solar contractors.   

4. Discuss financing options with stakeholders. 

✓ Inflation Reduction Act Direct Pay Reimbursement 

✓ NYSERDA Incentives 

5. Review, select, install, and celebrate!  

Related Resources for Coalition Members: Installing Solar Resource Guide provides a step-by-step 

approach to installing solar and clear actions to include in a climate action plan. 

Action Steps for Buying Clean Electricity 

1. Find out your current energy mix by calling 

your electricity provider.  

2. Gather information about your current 

electric plan.  

4. Research available clean energy options and 

get pricing.   

✓ Conduct research with NYS Power to 

Choose search tool 

4. Identify the best available deal for 100% 

clean electricity.  

5. Engage leadership.  

6. Switch to clean electricity and celebrate!   

Related Resources for Coalition Members: Buying Clean 

Electricity Resource Guide provides a step-by-step 

approach to purchasing clean electricity and clear 

actions to include in a climate action plan. 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/NY-Sun/Community-Solar/How-It-Works
https://www.psegliny.com/en/saveenergyandmoney/GreenEnergy/SolarEnergy/CommunitySolar#Developers
https://dps.ny.gov/new-yorks-green-power-program
https://dps.ny.gov/new-yorks-green-power-program
https://adamah.org/for-educators-organizations/jewish-climate-leadership-coalition/coalition-members/#resourceguides
https://adamah.org/for-educators-organizations/jewish-climate-leadership-coalition/coalition-members/#resourceguides
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GOING ELECTRIC 

What is going electric? 

Going electric, also known as electrification or fuel switching, refers to swapping fossil fuel powered equipment 

with electric replacements. This might include (but is not limited to) switching to electric vehicles, appliances, 

and heating systems. Fossil fuel-powered equipment (such as gas ranges and many water heaters) will always 

emit greenhouse gases, even when it is energy efficient. Switching to electric equipment removes the need for 

directly burning fossil fuels while performing the same function. Combining the installation of electric-powered 

equipment with the purchase (or production with onsite renewable resource) of zero emission electricity allows 

for zero emissions equipment. Yes, most generic electricity is made up of some fossil fuels, yet it's getting 

cleaner every day. Our recommended strategy is to take inventory of all of your organization’s equipment and 

appliances, note the expected expiration of each unit, and then make a plan to electrify them when it is about 

two years before the expiration date. Organizations planning new construction or major expansion should also 

be aware that New York is moving toward all-electric new construction requirements, with fossil fuel equipment 

restricted in many new buildings on a phased schedule. Institutions should confirm the current code status 

before beginning design or permitting. 

Electric panel upgrades and planning for electrification 

When going electric, you may also need to upgrade your electric panel to increase the electrical capacity of your 

facility. Upgrading your electric panel can ensure that your facility is equipped to handle any additional 

electrification upgrades you make or expansions on your building. Read more about the pros and cons of electric 

panel upgrades and when they are needed in this article from Rewiring America. If you are going to upgrade 

your electric panel, it is best practice to have someone assess the electrical capacity and do the upgrade at the 

same time as renovations or other electrical work, while the walls are open.  

Nonprofits and small businesses can qualify for reduced cost energy studies from NYSERDA's Green New York 

Energy Study program, which can help you assess your electric panel capacity, identify opportunities to electrify, 

and plan for future electrification upgrades. Some organizations may also qualify for NYSERDA's FlexTech 

Program, which similarly provides reduced cost energy assessments if you pay into the electric System Benefits 

Charge (SBC). To determine if you are paying into the electric SBC or NYSERDA Clean Energy Fund look at a 

recent electric bill from your utility company to see if “SBC” or "NYSERDA Clean Energy Fund" is listed as a 

charge. Your Regional Clean Energy Hub, sponsored by NYSERDA, can also assist you with applying for an energy 

assessment, discussing electrification opportunities, finding a contractor to install equipment, and more. 

Electrification project types and financing 

Clean heating and cooling 

The New York State (NYS) Clean Heating and Cooling program offers incentives to organizations that switch from 

fossil-fuel powered heating and cooling equipment. Heat pumps are a viable clean energy alternative to gas or 

propane-powered boilers and furnaces. You can learn more about the types of clean heating and cooling 

https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/6-charts-that-show-how-the-grid-is-getting-cleaner
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Green-Jobs---Green-New-York-Energy-Studies
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/FlexTech-Program
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/FlexTech-Program
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Regional-Clean-Energy-Hubs/Find-Your-Clean-Energy-Hub-Today?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA1Km7BhC9ARIsAFZfEIvE02R-WPvZPqyrL7kS3eWH3-yRWuuSbDIt-0eGBYlkUK3W706Ll_UaAjpqEALw_wcB
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/PutEnergyToWork/Energy-Program-and-Incentives/Heating-Cooling-Ventilation-Programs-and-Incentives
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technology available here. Geothermal heat pumps are also a clean heating and cooling option that is especially 

effective in cold climates like New York. Geothermal, or ground-sourced, heat pumps extend below the earth’s 

surface, where the temperature is relatively constant year-round, extracting ambient heat to  condition your 

building. Geothermal heat pumps have been shown to have many benefits including improved indoor air quality, 

lowered maintenance  costs, increased longevity, and more efficient heating and cooling capacity. Geothermal 

heat pump systems that meet Energy Star efficiency standards are eligible for incentives through the NYS Clean 

Heating and Cooling program. The NYS Clean Heating rebate finder tool can also help you search for incentives 

and rebates for geothermal equipment. 

Electric vehicles and charging stations 

If you have organizational vehicles, you can upgrade to electric vehicles. Federal clean vehicle and EV charging 

incentives have changed over time and may no longer be available for new purchases or installations depending 

on timing. Organizations should check current IRS, NYSERDA and utility guidance before assuming federal EV or 

charging credits are available. New York State offers rebates on EV purchases or leases through the Drive Clean 

Rebate program up to $2,000 and on charging equipment through the Workplace Charging Station New York 

State Tax Credits and Charge Ready NY 2.0. Installing EV charging equipment at your facility may also incentivize 

employees, congregants, members, and other visitors to electrify their personal transportation by providing an 

accessible place in their community to charge. See this comprehensive list of EV incentives from NYSERDA for 

more information.  

Appliance electrification 

Other electrification projects could include replacing just about any gas-powered appliances, such as an oven or 

stovetop. You can use the Energy Star rebate finder tool to search for available rebates and find Energy Star 

certified products to help plan your equipment purchases. 

Action Steps for Going Electric  

1. Inventory all your fossil fuel-powered equipment.  

2. Calculate expected expiration date.  

3. Identify opportunities and make a timeline for replacement, emphasizing anything set to 

need replacement within two years.  

4. Assess, and if need be, upgrade electrical capacity.   

✓ Get a reduced cost energy assessment with NYSERDA Green New York Energy Study or the 

FlexTech program 

5. Implement policy that strategically incorporates purchasing electric appliances and 

upgrading electrical capacity during renovations.   

6. Methodically (if albeit slowly) switch to electric-powered equipment and celebrate!  

Related Resources for Coalition Members: Fuel Switching/Electrification Resource Guide provides  a step-

by-step approach to switching to electric appliances and vehicles, available with a companion Fuel 

Switching Planning Excel Template. 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/PutEnergyToWork/Energy-Technology-and-Solutions/Renewables-and-Clean-Technologies/Clean-Heating-and-Cooling
https://cleanheat.ny.gov/geothermal-heat-pumps/
https://cleanheat.ny.gov/geothermal-heat-pumps/#:~:text=With%20available%20rebates%2C%20tax%20credits,cost%2C%20including%20labor%20and%20equipment
https://cleanheat.ny.gov/find-available-rebates/
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Drive-Clean-Rebate-For-Electric-Cars-Program
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Drive-Clean-Rebate-For-Electric-Cars-Program
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/credits/alt_fuels_elec_vehicles.htm
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/credits/alt_fuels_elec_vehicles.htm
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Charge-Ready-NY
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/PutEnergyToWork/Energy-Program-and-Incentives/Clean-Transportation-Programs-and-Incentives
https://www.energystar.gov/rebate-finder
https://adamah.org/for-educators-organizations/jewish-climate-leadership-coalition/coalition-members/#resourceguides
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

What is energy efficiency? 

“Energy efficiency is the use of less energy to perform the same task or produce the same result.”viii Energy 

efficiency measures can include tools, practices, or retrofits that allow a facility’s operations to keep running 

smoothly, while also using less energy and producing fewer greenhouse gas emissions. 

Buildings are the largest source of pollution in New York State, accounting for about 33% of all greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions in all of New York Stateix and 71% of emissions in New York Cityx. Improving buildings’ energy 

efficiency is therefore one of the highest impact solutions to move New York towards reducing economy-wide 

GHG emissions 40% by 2030 and 85% by 2050, as required by the New York State Climate Act. 

Benchmarking 

A good place to start  evaluating your organization's energy efficiency is to measure your baseline energy use to 

identify areas where your facility can perform more efficientlyt. This is also sometimes called benchmarking. This 

can be done by an energy auditor, who will generally measure your baseline emissions and include it as a 

benchmark in their audit reports; it can also be done in-house by monitoring monthly utility bills. Start by getting 

a year’s worth of energy costs in dollars, then note energy consumption in the appropriate units, such as kWh of 

electricity, or if you still have fossil-fuel equipment, measure ccf of methane gas, gallons of oil, etc. Many free 

platforms exist to help track and calculate emissions. In New York City, Local Law 84 requires any building 25,000 

square feet or more to submit a benchmarking report that details their yearly energy and water usage. 

Benchmarking assistance is also available through NYSERDA, including reduced cost energy studies from the 

Green New York Energy Study program, or the FlexTech Program. 

Energy efficiency project types and financing 

Building envelope 

A significant way to increase the energy efficiency of your building is to make improvements to your building 

envelope. This refers to the physical barrier of your building that separates the outside environment from inside 

conditioned spaces, including exterior walls, windows, doors, etc. Energy efficient building envelope 

improvements could include double-pane window replacements, installation of window film, improved 

insulation, air sealing, or weatherstripping.  The federal 179D Energy Efficient Commercial Buildings Deduction 

may support qualifying commercial energy-efficiency projects, including certain building envelope, HVAC, 

lighting and control improvements. However, eligibility and timing have changed, so organizations should 

confirm current requirements with a tax professional before relying on this incentive. 

  

https://climate.ny.gov/
https://climate.ny.gov/
https://accelerator.nyc/building-laws
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/PutEnergyToWork/Energy-Technology-and-Solutions/Energy-Efficiency-Solutions/Energy-Assessments-and-Benchmarking
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Green-Jobs---Green-New-York-Energy-Studies
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/FlexTech-Program
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/energy-efficient-commercial-buildings-deduction
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Appliances, equipment and LED lighting 

Using energy efficient equipment is also a good way to increase your energy 

efficiency. This includes using the most efficient, non-fossil fuel powered 

appliances and efficient LED lighting. The Energy Star rebate finder tool can 

help you find available rebates on Energy Star rated appliances and lighting. 

Other lighting rebates are available throughout New York on a regional basis. 

View a comprehensive list of available LED lighting incentives by region here. 

Smart technology 

Smart technology and building controls also allow you to decrease your 

energy usage by managing your building’s operations so that energy is only being used when needed. For 

example, smart thermostats use internet enabled features such as occupancy sensing, external temperature 

detection, humidity sensing, etc., to help optimize temperature regulation in your building. NYC and 

Westchester organizations can claim up to an $85 rebate on the purchase of eligible Smart Thermostats through 

Con Edison. You can also use the Energy Star product finder tool to find smart thermostat rebates by zip code in 

other areas. Smart lighting controls “save energy by automatically adjusting the lights based on the time of day 

(dimmer controls) or turning off the lights when a space is empty (occupancy sensors) or when lighting is not 

needed (timer controls and motion sensors).”xi Smart lighting and other controls are eligible for various rebates 

based on region. See NYSERDA’s list of regional rebates and incentives for lighting and controls here.  

Energy efficiency legislation in New York City 

New York City has passed a set of laws to catalyze deep decarbonization of the city’s building sector. See below 

for a list of laws that are most applicable to building owners. 

Local Law 33/Local Law 95 

NYC Local Law 33, as amended by Local Law 95 establishes the energy grading system for New York City 

buildings. These laws require that a building’s energy score is posted on their facility and set the numerical 

scoring system on which buildings are graded. See a full explanation of LL33 and 95 requirements in this 

compliance guide from the city or this LL33 FAQ document. 

Local Law 84 

NYC Local Law 84, NYC’s benchmarking law, requires any building 25,000 square feet or more to submit a 

benchmarking report that details their yearly energy and water usage (see the above section on benchmarking 

for more information).  

Local Law 85 

NYC Local Law 85 requires all renovation projects to comply with the most recent NYC Energy Conservation Code 

(NYCECC).  Local Law 85 requires renovation projects to comply with the current NYC Energy Conservation Code. 

For current projects, consult DOB’s 2025 NYC Energy Conservation Code resources and confirm which code 

applies based on filing date. 

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/save-energy-commercial-buildings/finance-projects/find-rebates
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/PutEnergyToWork/Energy-Program-and-Incentives/Lighting-and-Controls-Programs-and-Incentives
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Residents-and-Homeowners/Heat-and-Cool-Your-Home/Thermostats
https://www.coned.com/en/save-money/rebates-incentives-tax-credits/rebates-incentives-tax-credits-for-residential-customers/bring-your-thermostat-and-get-85
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-connected-thermostats/results#no-rebates
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/PutEnergyToWork/Energy-Program-and-Incentives/Lighting-and-Controls-Programs-and-Incentives
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/ll33_compliance_steps.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/ll33_compliance_steps.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/ll33_faqs.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/2020-energy-conservation-code.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/2025-energy-conservation-code.page
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Local Law 97 

NYC Local Law 97 sets emissions limits for buildings over 25,000 square feet in New York City, with the goal of 

reducing citywide building emissions by 40% by 2030, with more stringent emissions limits going into effect for 

certain buildings until 2050, at which point all buildings still covered must report net-zero emissions. Buildings 

under 25,000 gross square feet are generally outside LL97 as standalone buildings, but institutions should check 

whether multiple buildings on the same tax lot or under certain ownership structures are treated as a covered 

building group. The roughly 50,000 buildings covered by LL97 represent a small share of all NYC buildings by 

count, but nearly 60% of citywide building floor are subject to the first set of limits on building emissions. If your 

building is covered by LL97, your first compliance report was due May 1st, 2025 and every year thereafter. 

Buildings covered by Article 321 for Houses of Worship may follow the alternative prescriptive pathway for 

compliance, which requires implementation of Prescriptive Energy Conservation Measures (ECMs) by the 

reporting deadline.  Eligible houses of worship covered under Article 321 may have been able to satisfy LL97 

through a one-time Article 321 compliance report, either by completing applicable Prescriptive Energy 

Conservation Measures or by demonstrating that 2024 emissions were at or below the 2030 emissions limit. 

These buildings may not have annual LL97 emissions reporting obligations afterward if they remain Article 321-

eligible, but they may still have other obligations, such as benchmarking or energy efficiency reporting, as 

applicable. See this LL97 summary from Urban Green Council for more information on LL97 requirements. 

Houses of Worship can refer to NYC’s Article 321 Filing Guide for more information. For Article 321 houses of 

worship, the 2030 emissions limit was relevant because it was one possible way to comply in the 2025 filing. 

Current DOB guidance should be consulted to confirm whether any future LL97 obligations apply if the building’s 

eligibility or use changes. Not all Jewish institutions qualify as houses of worship under Article 321. JCCs, schools, 

offices, mixed-use properties or other facilities may be subject to the standard Article 320 pathway, including 

annual LL97 reporting and stricter 2030 emissions limits, if they are covered buildings. Adamah can support you 

in getting prepared for LL97 compliance with one-on-one consultation and coaching. We also offer webinars 

regarding LL97 compliance for NYC organizations-- see recordings of our previous webinars and our upcoming 

schedule of seminars and workshops.  

 

  

https://accelerator.nyc/ll97
https://www.urbangreencouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/LL97-Summary_2.8.2023.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/buildings/pdf/321_filing_guide.pdf
https://outlook.office365.com/book/ClimateConsultant@jcfb.onmicrosoft.com/
https://adamah.org/for-educators-organizations/jewish-climate-leadership-coalition/coalition-members/
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Action Steps for Energy Efficiency  

1. Measure your baseline. Optional… unless it’s required by law.  

✓ Utilize NYSERDA Benchmarking assistance programs 

2. Familiarize yourself with standard energy efficiency measures and applicable laws. 

✓ If you are based in NYC, ensure compliance with Local Laws 33, 84, 85, 95, 97 

3. Identify opportunities to improve energy efficiency.  

4. Prioritize projects and solicit bid(s).   

5. Discuss financing options with stakeholders, pitch to the Board.  

✓ Inflation Reduction Act Energy Efficient Commercial Buildings Credit 

✓ NYSERDA Lighting and Controls Rebates 

✓ Adamah NY LED Lighting Storefront for ConEd customers 

✓ Energy STAR Appliance Rebates 

6. Review, select, retrofit, save money, and celebrate!  

Related Resources for Coalition Members: Energy Efficiency Resource Guide provides a step-by-step 

approach to energy efficiency and reducing emissions associated with your facility’s operations. 

https://adamah.org/for-educators-organizations/jewish-climate-leadership-coalition/coalition-members/#resourceguides
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OTHER FORMS OF CLIMATE ACTION 

The Jewish Climate Leadership Coalition also encourages members to take additional forms of climate action! 

Adamah can support organizations in changing their food practices to reduce waste, implementing nature-based 

solutions to protect facilities from extreme weather events and build resilience, and to invest endowments in 

climate-friendly portfolios. See all our available resource guides and more on the coalition members webpage.  

If you are not a coalition member, visit our website to join now! Also see the helpful links below for 

informational guides, financing resources, and online tools for energy efficiency and climate action in New York. 

 

 

 

  

https://adamah.org/for-educators-organizations/jewish-climate-leadership-coalition/coalition-members/
https://adamah.org/for-educators-organizations/jewish-climate-leadership-coalition/
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HELPFUL LINKS 

Informational Guides 

Interfaith Power & Light Solar Direct Pay 101 Webinar 

• This webinar covers federal funding for solar projects for houses of worship. 

Urban Sustainability Directors Network 

•  USDN offers networking opportunities and other resources to partner organizations and local 

government sustainability professionals to create equitable, resilient, and sustainable communities by 

advancing the field of local government sustainability and equipping practitioners to be catalysts of 

transformative change. See especially this guide for creating a resilience hub— projects that use a 

building’s physical space and surrounding infrastructure to support community sustainability goals. 

Solar and Electric Storage System Property Tax Abatement Fact Sheet - Mayor's Office of Climate and 

Environmental Justice 

• The Solar and Electric Property Tax Abatement is a financial incentive for properties that install a solar 

PV system and/or battery energy storage system (BESS) in New York City. Use this guide to learn more 

and apply for tax credits. 

NYC Carbon Challenge: Retail Energy Efficiency Guide 

• This Retail Energy Efficiency Guide provides a general overview of how to measure and manage energy 

use to identify energy saving options to lower operating costs, improve energy efficiency, and reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions. The guide is applicable for a variety of spaces, including health clubs, kitchen 

facilities, etc. The NYC Carbon Challenge is a voluntary leadership initiative that connects organizations 

that commit to reducing their carbon emissions with support and resources. Learn more about the NYC 

Carbon Challenge here. 

NYC Energy Efficiency and Code Compliance 

• This website includes information on the city’s Greener, Greater Buildings Plan to help building owners 

reduce energy use and resources for complying with the NYC Energy Conservation Code. 

NYSERDA Energy Saving Tips 

• See energy saving tips for appliances, computers and electronics, heating and cooling, insulation/ 

building envelope, lighting, water fixtures, etc.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SMfCMzP6jks
https://www.usdn.org/index.html#/
https://resilience-hub.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/USDN_ResilienceHubsGuidance-1.pdf
https://climate.cityofnewyork.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/FINAL_Solar-and-Electric-Storage-System-Property-Tax-Abatement.pdf
https://climate.cityofnewyork.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/FINAL_Solar-and-Electric-Storage-System-Property-Tax-Abatement.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/html/gbee/downloads/pdf/NYC%20Carbon%20Challenge_Retail%20Energy%20Efficiency%20Guide.pdf
https://climate.cityofnewyork.us/initiatives/nyc-carbon-challenge/
https://www.nyc.gov/site/buildings/property-or-business-owner/energy-efficiency.page
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Residents-and-Homeowners/Energy-Saving-Tips
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Residents-and-Homeowners/Energy-Saving-Tips
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Mayor’s Office of Climate & Environmental Justice – Climate Resiliency Design Guidelines 

• This guide contains information about how to apply resilient design principles to building and 

infrastructure projects. These guidelines are for publicly owned projects, however, the guide provides 

helpful information about resilient design and why it is important for NYC today. 

NY Climate Action Council Scoping Plan 

• Read about the climate issues facing New York today, and the goals and strategies developed by New 

York’s Climate Action Council to address them. The Scoping Plan provides the framework for how New 

York will reduce greenhouse gas emissions and achieve net-zero emissions, increase renewable energy 

use, and ensure all communities equitably benefit in the clean energy transition. See the section on 

buildings here. 

NYSERDA - How NY Green Bank Is Advancing Clean Energy 

• Read about clean energy services available through NY Green Bank. 

Con Edison - Our Clean Energy Commitment 

• Read about ConEdison’s clean energy initiatives and the support available for customers, including 

incentives and informational guides on resiliency and sustainability. 

Urban Green Council - Grid Ready: Powering NYC's All-Electric Buildings 

• Informational guide about heat pump electrification and managing electricity demand in NYC buildings. 

See the interactive map to examine various electrification scenarios and their effect on peak power 

demand throughout the city. 

ConEdison - Changing Seasons: Tuning Your Building for Spring 

• Informational resource about building automation systems and how they can help optimize savings and 

comfort of your building during weather changes. 

  

https://climate.cityofnewyork.us/initiatives/climate-resiliency-design-guidelines/
https://climate.ny.gov/resources/scoping-plan
file:///C:/Users/JessicaRothfleisch/Downloads/Chapter12Buildings.pdf
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Featured-Stories/How-NY-Green-Bank-Is-Advancing-Clean-Energy/?utm_id=organic&utm_source=salesforce&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=featuredstories2024&utm_content=July-Commercial-How-NY-Green-Bank-Is-Advancing-Clean-Energy
https://www.coned.com/en/our-energy-future/our-energy-vision/our-energy-future-commitment
https://www.urbangreencouncil.org/grid-ready-powering-nycs-all-electric-buildings/
https://maps.urbangreencouncil.org/
https://coned.myenergysites.com/news/Con-Edison-EE-Team/building-automation-systems-stay-tuned-for-savings?newsletterCampaignSendId=40270&subscriberId=5b90222c-a763-4216-99db-cf89670f8840&spaceId=v92ovjhf1w1y
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Financing 

*Federal clean energy incentives have changed since this guide was first published. Before beginning a 

project, organizations should confirm current IRS rules, deadlines, eligible technologies and elective 

pay requirements.* 

Adamah Climate Action Fund 

• Adamah’s Climate Action Fund typically has two cycles of funding rounds each year, with grants up to 

$10,000 and interest-free loans up to $250,000 for Jewish Climate Leadership Coalition Member’s 

projects that measurably reduce GHG emissions. For more information, click here! 

Adamah NY Navigating Local Law 97 Webinar 

• Discover how NYC’s decarbonization legislation, Local Law 97, is transforming building emissions and 

what it means for synagogues, day schools, yeshivot, and JCCs. 

NYC Energy Cost Savings Program 

• This webpage contains information about the Energy Cost Savings Program (ECSP). The Energy Cost 

Savings Program (ECSP) can reduce regulated energy costs up to 45 percent and regulated natural gas 

costs up to 35 percent for eligible businesses. Access the ECSP application here. 

NY Green Bank Community Decarbonization Fund 

• The CDF provides low-cost capital to historically underserved communities. This webpage contains FAQs 

and instructions on how to apply. 

ConEdison Programs and Incentives 

• Learn about rebates and incentives for LED lighting and controls from ConEdison and National Grid. 

NYSERDA Heating, Cooling, and Ventilation Programs & Incentives 

• See information on resources throughout New York State for indoor air quality upgrades and energy 

efficient heating and cooling equipment. 

NYSERDA Flexible Technical Assistance (FlexTech) Program 

• The FlexTech program offers financial support for completing a site-specific energy study to identify how 

best to implement clean energy and/or energy efficiency technologies. Commercial facilities, colleges 

and universities, and Not-For-Profits may be eligible for funds and support. See this webpage for more 

information and eligibility requirements. 

ConEdison - Savings for Small Businesses & Nonprofits 

• ConEdison landing page for clean energy financing for small businesses and nonprofits with useful links 

to participating contractors, clean heating and cooling savings, loans, and Smart Usage rewards. 

ConEdison Clean Heat Financing 

• See information about eligibility for clean heat financing and connect with participating clean heat 

contractors. 

https://adamah.org/climate/grants-loans/
https://adamah.org/climate/grants-loans/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZIyQ1F55-8&t=1s
https://nyc-business.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/description/energy-cost-savings-program/about
https://nyc-business.nyc.gov/nycbusiness/description/energy-cost-savings-program/apply
https://greenbank.ny.gov/Our-Impact/Community-Decarbonization-Fund
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/PutEnergyToWork/Energy-Program-and-Incentives/Lighting-and-Controls-Programs-and-Incentives#:~:text=Con%20Edison%20Programs%20%26%20Incentives,additional%20rebate%20form%20or%20application.
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/PutEnergyToWork/Energy-Program-and-Incentives/Heating-Cooling-Ventilation-Programs-and-Incentives
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/FlexTech-Program
https://www.coned.com/en/save-money/rebates-incentives-tax-credits/small-business
https://www.coned.com/en/our-energy-future/electric-heating-and-cooling-equipment/clean-heat-financing
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IRS Clean Energy Tax Incentives: Elective Pay Eligible Tax Credits 

• See this list for available clean energy tax credits made available by the Inflation Reduction Act. These 

credits are eligible for the elective pay provision which allows several types of entities, such as tax-

exempts and governments, to treat the amount of certain credits as a payment against tax on their tax 

returns and as a result receive direct payments for certain clean energy tax credits. Because some 

federal clean energy credits now have revised phaseout or termination timelines, this IRS page should 

be used as a starting point, not a guarantee of eligibility. 

IRS Clean Vehicle and Energy Credits 

• This webpage contains information about electric vehicle credits, ensuring eligible taxpayers receive 

their clean energy tax credits, energy efficient commercial buildings deductions, and property credits for 

installation of alternative fuel vehicle refueling/recharging. Note: Several federal clean vehicle credits 

have expired or are time-limited. Verify current IRS guidance before including EV credits in a project 

budget. 

IRS User Guide: Pre-Filing Registration Tool for IRA and CHIPS Credits 

• IRA and CHIPS enable taxpayers to take advantage of certain tax credits through elective pay or transfer 

provisions, including some clean energy credits. A taxpayer who intends to make an elective payment or 

credit transfer election must complete the pre-file registration process to receive a registration number. 

The registration number must be included on the taxpayer’s annual return as part of making a valid 

election. To facilitate this, the IRS has created a new IRA/CHIPS Pre-Filing Registration tool (access the 

tool here). This document contains detailed instructions for how to use the tool. 

IRS Elective Pay and Transferability FAQs 

• See answers to Frequently Asked Questions about the elective pay provision, including eligibility 

requirements, applicable credits for elective pay, how to receive elective payment, understanding the 

pre-filing registration process, and additional elective payment rules. 

EESI Fact Sheet: Direct Pay for Nonprofits and Tax-Exempt Entities 

• See information about direct pay (also known as elective pay) for tax-exempt entities, including a list of 

the 12 different tax credits available to nonprofits as part of the IRA. 

Federal Solar Tax Credits for Businesses 

• The Department of Energy’s Solar Technology Office provides this overview of solar tax credits for 

businesses and nonprofits. This webpage contains information about the investment tax credit (ITC) and 

the production tax credit (PTC) for solar energy systems, including what projects are eligible, how to 

qualify for the credits, and other frequently asked questions. Tax-exempt organizations should confirm 

elective pay eligibility, beginning-of-construction timing, domestic content rules and any applicable 

bonus-credit requirements before assuming a federal reimbursement amount 

Office of State and Community Energy Programs – PACE Program 

• This webpage includes information about New York’s Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing 

program. This program allows commercial and residential property owners to finance the up-front cost 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5817g.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/clean-vehicle-and-energy-credits
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5884.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/register-for-elective-payment-or-transfer-of-credits
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/elective-pay-and-transferability-frequently-asked-questions-elective-pay
https://www.eesi.org/papers/view/fact-sheet-direct-pay-for-nonprofits
https://www.energy.gov/eere/solar/federal-solar-tax-credits-businesses
https://www.energy.gov/scep/slsc/property-assessed-clean-energy-programs
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of energy or other eligible improvements on a property and then pay the costs back over time through a 

voluntary assessment. The webpage also includes PACE fact sheets and FAQs. 

Energy STAR Rebate Finder 

• Use this tool to find rebates for Energy STAR certified products based on your zip code. 

White House Sustainable Energy & Environment Coalition (SEEC) - IRA for Nonprofits and Governments 

• See eligibility requirements for IRA funds for nonprofit entities and public institutions, case examples of 

eligible projects, and the breakdown of each tax credit structure. This page also has links to start your 

claim process for direct pay. 

US Dept of Energy - Better Buildings Financing Navigator 

• Online tool to help find financing for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. 

Other Online Tools, Calculators, and Technical Assistance 

NYSERDA Regional Clean Energy Hubs 

• Regional Clean Energy Hubs connect NY based community organizations and individuals to 

knowledgeable local partners. Visit the website to view the list of Clean Energy Hubs and the contact 

information for each Hub coordinator. Hubs can provide a variety of technical assistance such as finding 

qualified contractors, assisting with applications for a free clean energy assessment, and more. 

NYC Accelerator 

• NYC Accelerator provides free expert guidance and technical assistance for organizations working 

towards compliance with NYC’s energy efficiency laws, including trainings, financing opportunities, and 

one-on-one consultations. 

Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies Calculator | US EPA 

• The Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies calculator allows you to convert emissions or energy data to the 

equivalent amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions. The calculator helps you translate abstract 

measurements into concrete terms you can understand, such as the annual emissions from cars, 

households, or power plants. This calculator may be useful in communicating your greenhouse gas 

reduction strategy, reduction targets, or other initiatives aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

ConEdison Energy Services Project Center 

• Use this website to schedule inspections and track your electric and gas projects or contact ConEdison 

Energy Services with questions through the online project center. 

 

 
i See Climate Change Indicators: Greenhouse Gases | US EPA and Sixth Assessment Report — IPCC 
ii What Is Decarbonization, and How Do We Make It Happen? – State of the Planet 

 

https://www.energystar.gov/rebate-finder
https://seec.house.gov/nonprofits
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/financing-navigator
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Regional-Clean-Energy-Hubs
https://accelerator.nyc/
https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator#results
https://www.coned.com/en/small-medium-size-businesses/building-project-center
https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators/greenhouse-gases#ref1
https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/
https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2022/04/22/what-is-decarbonization-and-how-do-we-make-it-happen/
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iv Renewable Energy - NYSERDA 
v https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Files/Publications/PPSER/Program-Evaluation/2017ContractorReports/LMI-Special-
Topic-Rpt---Energy-Burden.pdf 
vi Solar is now ‘cheapest electricity in history’, confirms IEA 
vii solar-green-roofs 
viii US Department of Energy 
ix Energy Efficiency and Building Decarbonization - NYSERDA 
x Climate Mobilization Act - Data Team 
xi Lighting & Controls - NYSERDA 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Impact-Renewable-Energy
https://www.carbonbrief.org/solar-is-now-cheapest-electricity-in-history-confirms-iea/?utm_content=buffer2716d&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/ll92-solar-green-roofs.page
https://www.energy.gov/eere/energy-efficiency
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Impact-Energy-Efficiency-and-Building-Decarbonization#:~:text=New%20York%27s%20six%20million%20buildings,of%20statewide%20greenhouse%20gas%20emissions.
https://council.nyc.gov/data/green/
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/PutEnergyToWork/Energy-Technology-and-Solutions/Energy-Efficiency-Solutions/Lighting-and-Controls

